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1 March 2019
Pre-Season Matches
In preparation for the 2019 season, the Saints will be playing in two pre-season scratch matches. The dates and
opponents for the matches are as follows:
Match 1 vs Goomalling Blues – Thursday 7 March 2019 (6:00pm) at Richard Guelfi Reserve
Match 2 vs Hamersley-Carine Hawks – Saturday 23 March 2019 (12:00pm) at Richard Guelfi Reserve

12 March 2019
Season Fixtures 2019
The newly named Perth Football League (PFL) has today released fixtures for the 2019 season. The Saints will begin
the new campaign with an away game against Coolbinia Falcons, and finish with a home game against Dianella-Morley
Raiders. This Saints will play against four new teams in C2-Grade, plus another few teams it has not played since the
late 1990s.

6 April 2019
Round 1 Review
The Saints have kicked off the new season with a convincing 30-point
victory over Coolbinia Falcons at Coolbinia Reserve.
It was the first ever game between the two clubs, and the Saints kicked the
first three goals of the game to set up an early lead. However, Coolbinia
were quick to reply, and the margin was cut to just 8 points at quarter time.
Coolbinia maintained pace with the Saints, and a late goal allow them to cut
the lead to just one point at half time.
However, the Saints pulled away in the second half, kicking eight goals to
three to set up the victory. Ben Eaton, who returned to the Club after
playing colts 12 years ago, starred up forward with six goals.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 5.3 7.5 11.7 15.9 (99)
Coolbinia 4.1 7.4 8.6 10.9 (69)
Goals: Ben Eaton 6, Matt Cocker 3, Mitchell Hunter 2, Sam Van Diemen 2,
Luke Champion 1, Adam Edwards 1
Reserves
Stirling 0.0 3.1 4.1 4.3 (27)
Coolbinia 2.2 5.3 10.5 14.7 (91)
Goals: Chris Elliott 1, Joel Julian 1, Nicholas Leopardi 1, Lindsey Vague 1
Milestones: Dion Mellidis (50 games)
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12 April 2019
Milestone – Sam Day
The Saints will celebrate another major milestone this weekend in the Round 2 clash versus Quinns Districts Bulls, as
Sam Day plays his 150th game for the Club.
Sam joined the Club in 2008, playing in the Thirds side under Damon
Eaton. For the first few years, his services were shared evenly between the
Reserves and Thirds, playing mostly in the Reserves in 2009, and then
primarily in the Thirds in 2010 and 2011. After a string of consistent
performances in 2012, Sam’s talent was rewarded with a run in the League
side, making his League Debut in the Round 7 clash versus Willetton Blues
at Richard Guelfi Reserve.
Sam’s strong form has been recognised consistently in the Club voting,
and includes finishing 5th in the 2008 Thirds F&B (from just 6 games), 2nd
in the 2010 Thirds F&B (from 9 games), 3rd in the 2011 Thirds F&B and
5th in the 2014 Reserves F&B (from 8 games). Sam finally broke through
in 2018, being the stand out winner of the Reserves F&B. His leadership
has now been rewarded as the Reserves captain for 2019.
One of Sam’s well known strengths is his ability to take a strong mark and
kick a goal. During his 11 years at the Club, he has booted 136 goals for
the Saints, including a bag of 7 goals in the Round 3 Reserves game in
2014, and two bags of 6 goals in the Rounds 7 and 9 Thirds games in
2011. In 2011, he kicked a season high 29 goals and was also the
Reserves leading goal kicker in 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2018.
Sam’s current tally includes 25 games and 12 goals in the League side, 81 games and 67 goals in the Reserves side,
and 43 games and 57 goals in the Thirds side. Sam would have reached the 150-game milestone some years ago,
however he spent time serving our country in the Army Reserves.
All players and supporters are encouraged to come along and cheer Sam and the boys onto victory against Quinns
Districts at Richard Guelfi Reserve. The Reserves start at 12:35pm, with League game starting at 2:30pm.
13 April 2019
Round 2 Review
The Saints have missed a golden opportunity to lead the table, allowing
Quinns Districts to comeback and win by 6 points. The Saints were clearly
the better side in the first quarter and early part of the second quarter,
leading by as much as 49 points midway through the term. Quinns kicked
a number of goals shortly before the half time break to give themselves a
chance, and then dominated scoring in the second half. The Bulls took the
lead within the last few minutes, and the Saints had a few chances to steal
back the victory without success. In the earlier game, Sam Day celebrated
th
his 150 game by booting 3 goals, but it unfortunately wasn’t enough as
the Reserves lost by 44 points.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 5.2 9.5 10.8 10.10 (70)
Quinns Districts 1.2 4.3 7.7 11.10 (76)
Goals: Damien Lloyd 5, Luke Champion 1, Kieran Guy 1, Mitchell Hunter 1,
Chris Leopardi 1, Dean Page 1
Reserves
Stirling 2.2 2.2 5.3 6.4 (40)
Quinns Districts 4.2 5.2 8.2 13.6 (84)
Goals: Sam Day 3, Mark Baker 1, Joel Julian 1, Nicholas Leopardi 1
Milestones: Sam Day (150 games)
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27 April 2019
Round 3 Review
The Saints were no match for Canning Vale Cougars in their Round 3 clash
at Clifton Park, going down by 74 points. Prior to the start of the League
game, the teams from both Clubs lined up for the traditional Anzac Day
service, including a sounding of the Last Post and one minute’s silence, to
pay tribute to those that fought for our country. When the game started,
Canning Vale were the dominant side, kicking six goals to one in the
opening quarter. The game was all but over at half time, as the Cougars
added another seven goals to lead by ten goals at half time. The Saints
arrested the run of scoring in the third term, but equally had trouble scoring
themselves. The last term was definitely the Saints’ best, as they added
four goals to add some respectability to the scoreboard. The Club now
drops outside of the top five and must regroup before playing the
undefeated Kwinana Knights next week at home.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 1.0 4.1 4.3 8.5 (53)
Canning Vale 6.7 13.7 15.11 19.13 (127)
Goals: Michael Franceschini 2, Damien Lloyd 2, Hamish Atkinson 1, Zac
Cahill 1, Luke Champion 1, Mitchell Hunter 1
Reserves
Stirling 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 (4)
Canning Vale 6.0 9.2 15.4 19.12 (126)
Goals: Nil
Milestones: Joe Wear (50 games)
4 May 2019
Round 4 Review
The Saints’ slow start to the season continued after a disappointing 63point loss against Kwinana Knights in the Round 4 clash at Richard Guelfi
Reserve. The Saints played their best football in the first term, and led by
5 points at the quarter time break. However, the Knights dominated
scoring in the second term with six goals, and restricted the Saints to just
one goal for the quarter. The Saints only goal came from the boot of
skipper, Michael Franceschini, who put forward an early contender for
Goal of the Year with a banana kick deep inside the forward pocket. The
Saints bounced back in the third term and looked to mount a comeback
after trailing by 28 points at three quarter time. Unfortunately, however,
the Knights dominated scoring again in the final term, kicking another six
unanswered goals. The Saints now face Canning South Perth Tigers in
what shapes as a must win to ensure the Club stays in touch with the top
five.
League
Stirling 4.2 5.3 7.4 7.5 (47)
Kwinana 3.3 9.5 11.8 17.8 (110)
Goals: Dean Page 3, Mark Baker 1, Michael Franceschini 1, Mitchell
Hunter 1, Marcus Lazic 1
Reserves
Stirling 0.0 2.1 4.3 5.5 (35)
Kwinana 4.5 8.8 12.9 15.15 (105)
Goals: Ben Mollett 3, Nicholas Leopardi 1, Joseph Wear 1
Milestones: Chris Elliott (100th game)
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11 May 2019
Round 5 Review
The Saints have returned to the winner’s list with a gutsy 15-point victory
against Canning South Perth Tigers in the Round 5 clash at Wyong
Reserve. With seven players from last week’s side unavailable for
selection, the Saints could have been excused for taking time to click
together. However, the Saints were quickly on the board, and kicked the
only two goals of the first quarter to lead by 16 points. The Saints ramped
up the pressure in the second term, booting another five goals before
Canning managed their first midway through the term. The lead had
extended to 41 points at the main break, and the Saints were looking for a
percentage boosting win. However, the Tigers had different plans, and
they kept the Saints goalless for the third term, reducing the margin back to
17 points. Another Tigers goal early in the final term reduced the margin to
just 10 points, and the Saints looked on shaky grounds. However, Mitch
Hunter proved the deciding factor up forward, kicking two steadying goals
late in the term to ensure the victory.
League
Stirling 2.6 8.8 8.10 10.12 (72)
Canning South Perth 0.2 2.3 6.5 8.9 (57)
Goals: Mitchell Hunter 5, Simon Mieschbuehler 2, Sam Van Diemen 2,
John Corfias 1
Reserves
Stirling lost to Canning South Perth by Forfeit
18 May 2019
Round 6 Review
The Saints have missed the opportunity to jump into the top five, after
going down to lowly placed Swan Valley in the Round 6 game at Richard
Guelfi Reserve. The Valley made their intentions known early, kicking the
first four goals of the game. Dean Page and Joel Julian booted majors late
in the term to reduce the margin to 14 points at quarter time. The second
quarter was a scrappy struggle, with goals being difficult to come by. The
Saints only managed a single goal, but the margin was just 16 points at
half time. Dean Page scored his second goal after a long kick from
outside the 50-metre arc as the Saints looked to gain some momentum.
But the Valley settled again to extend their lead to 27 points at three
quarter time. The Saints booted two goals early in the final term to reduce
the margin back to just 14 points, but then fell away to finish 34 points
behind at the final siren. The Saints will now face Nollamara, who are also
struggling to gain form since being promoted from C3 Grade. The last
time the two sides met was in 2002, when both sides were leading the way
in A-Grade.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.2 3.6 5.6 7.9 (51)
Swan Valley 4.4 6.4 9.9 12.13 (85)
Goals: Joel Julian 2, Dean Page 2, Liam Dellamarta 1, Adam Edwards 1,
Mitchell Hunter 1
Reserves
Stirling 1.0 5.0 6.2 6.3 (39)
Swan Valley 3.2 5.3 8.6 14.9 (93)
Goals: Sam Day 3, Scott Anderson 1, Jacob Impiombato 1, Ben Mollett 1
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25 May 2019
Round 7 Review
The Saints’ season has gone from bad to worse with a disappointing 83point loss to Nollamara Cougars in the Round 7 clash at Des Penman
Reserve. In the first encounter between the two sides since 2002, the
Cougars did as they pleased in the opening term. Their quarter time score
of 9.2 (56) was the highest score ever conceded by the Saints in an
opening term.
The Saints arrested the onslaught of goals in the second term, but the tengoal margin at half time had effectively ended the game. The Saints
played their best football in the third term, as they looked to add some
respectability to the scoreboard. But another five goals were conceded in
the final term, handing the Saints their worst ever loss against the
Cougars.
The Saints now drop to 9th place on the ladder, equal with four other
teams on a 2-5 win-loss record. The Saints must beat fifth-placed High
Wycombe to have any chance of staying in the hunt for finals.
The only highlight of the day was the drought breaking win by the
Reserves. After 630 long days, the Reserves broke a 25-game losing
streak, extending back to Round 17 in 2017. The Saints led from start to
finish to win easily by 71 points. It was the Reserves highest score and
greatest winning margin since Round 1 in 2002, and the first time they held their opposition goalless in the first half since
2011.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.1 3.3 7.4 9.6 (60)
Nollamara 9.2 13.4 17.5 22.11 (143)
Goals: Mitchell Hunter 3, Damien Lloyd 2, Simon Mieschbuehler 2, Kieran Guy 1, Joel Julian 1
Reserves
Stirling 3.4 7.4 12.7 15.8 (98)
Nollamara 0.3 0.6 2.7 3.9 (27)
Goals: Sam Day 6, Nick Leopardi 3, Liam Morrell 2, Joshua Eriksen 1, Max Geddes 1, Daniel Honeysett 1, Chris
Leopardi 1

Stirling Amateur Football and Sporting Club
News Archive 2019

7 June 2019
Milestones – Joel Julian & Dennis Bettles
The Saints will celebrate more milestones this weekend in the Round 8 clash versus High Wycombe Bulldogs, as Joel
Julian plays his 150th game and Dennis Bettles plays his 100th game for the Club.
Joel Julian
JJ joined the Club in 2010, and played most of his first year in the Colts
under John Batten. However, his talent was recognised early, and his
first ever game for the Club was in the League side, where he made his
debut in Round 1 versus Mt Lawley, aged 18 years 22 days. For the first
few years, his services were shared mostly between the Colts and
Reserves, but he became a regular part of the League side from 2012.
JJ's best attribute has been his strength in the contest, and he has been a
tower of strength for the Club across the full-back line for many years. He
has also been thrown forward into attack, providing a target as a fill-in
goal kicker when required. His standout year occurred in 2017, where he
finished 7th in the Fairest & Best vote count, including a number of beston-ground performances. JJ’s current tally of 149 games includes 107
League, 22 Reserves, 5 Thirds and 15 Colts games.
Dennis Bettles
Dennis arrived at the Club in 2014 while working at long-time club
sponsors, Bridgestone Tyre & Auto Malaga. He played mostly in the
Reserves side for the first few years, but has been a regular part of the
League side for the last three years. He made his League Debut vs
Scarborough in Round 10, 2014, and has played most of his football
across the half back line. During his time in the Reserves, he always
finished high in the Fairest & Best vote count, including 4th in 2014, 5th in
2015, 3rd in 2016 and 5th in 2017. The remarkable part of Dennis's
milestone is that he has never missed a game since joining the Club, and
his 100th game will also be his 100th consecutive game for the Club. He
will become just the 5th player in Club history to make this achievement,
and he is just 6 games away from the Club record of 106 consecutive
games by Pino Priolo. Dennis's current tally of 99 games includes 41
League and 58 Reserves games.
Richard Guelfi Reserve
Another milestone worth mentioning is that this week's game will be the
Club's 200th at Richard Guelfi Reserve since the merged club was formed
in 1998. There have been 191 regular season games and 8 finals, and
the club has a Win-Loss ratio of 105-94. Some of the highlights include
the 196-point thrashing of Melville in 2014, the First Semi Finals win
against Trinity-Aquinas (2002) and Mt Lawley (2005), and Tony
Mirabella's kick after the siren to defeat Willetton by a point in 2016.
All players and supporters are encouraged to come along and cheer JJ,
Dennis and the boys onto victory against High Wycombe Bulldogs at
Richard Guelfi Reserve. The Reserves start at 12:35pm, with League
game starting at 2:30pm.
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8 June 2019
Round 8 Review
The Saints have dropped their third game in succession, with a 35-point
loss to High Wycombe Bulldogs in the Round 8 clash at Richard Guelfi
Reserve. It was first encounter between the two sides since 2014, and it
was clear from the start that the wet and windy conditions would ensure a
low scoring match. Milestone player, Joel Julian, kicked one of the Saints
two first quarter goals, and another in the second term to allow the Saints to
trail by just 9 points at half time. The Bulldogs extended their lead early in
the third term, before heavy rainfall began to have an impact on scoring.
The Bulldogs lead of 14 points at three quarter time did not appear
insurmountable. In reality, however, the Saints were kicking against a
strong breeze, and with rain persisting, they were not able to add to the
scoreboard. The Bulldogs kicked another three goals to extend the margin
to 35 points by the final siren.
In the earlier game, the Reserves came painfully close to winning their
second game in a row, but were overrun in the dying minutes. The Saints
opened a commanding lead early in the quarter, but conceded the lead
kicking against the breeze in the second quarter. Another solid effort in the
third quarter allowed the Saints to hold a 15-point lead at three quarter time.
The Saints appeared to withstand the charge for most of the final term, but
conceded a goal in the final minute to go down by just 3 points.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.2 4.3 5.6 5.6 (36)
High Wycombe 3.2 5.6 7.8 10.11 (71)
Goals: Mitchell Hunter 2, Joel Julian 2, Hamish Atkinson 1
th
th
Milestones: Joel Julian (150 game), Dennis Bettles (100 game)
Reserves
Stirling 5.1 5.2 8.9 8.11 (59)
High Wycombe 3.2 6.5 6.6 9.8 (62)
Goals: Sam Day 2, Joshua Eriksen 2, Fayez Hourani 2, Stephen Conte 1, Ben Mollett 1
14 June 2019
Milestone – Brendan Carr
The Saints will celebrate another milestone this weekend in the Round 9
clash versus Dianella Morley Raiders, as Brendan Carr runs out for his 100th
game in Saints colours.
Brendan joined the Club in 2009, and played most of his early career in the
Club’s Thirds side. He played a major part in the success of the Thirds
during that period, and had a number of top ten finishes in the Thirds Fairest
& Best voting, including a 3rd place finish in 2012.
Between 2013 and 2016, Brendan’s playing career was restricted by work
and other commitments, but he returned to become a regular part of the
Club’s Reserves side ever since 2017. In 2018, he made an unexpected
League Debut at the age of 32, playing in both the League and Reserves
games on the same day.
Off the field, Brendan has always been willing to volunteer his time for the
Club, and even served on the Club Committee in 2018.
Brendan’s current tally of 99 games includes 2 League, 43 Reserves and 54
Thirds games.
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15 June 2019
Round 9 Review
The Saints have completed the first round of fixtures with a disappointing
loss to Dianella Morley Raiders in the Round 9 clash at Light Street
Reserve. With up to eleven players unavailable for selection due to
injuries or work commitments, the numbers across both grades was low.
As a result, three players were required to play both Reserves and League
games.
The Raiders looked much quicker earlier in the first quarter, but a couple of
late goals gave the Saints some hope heading into quarter time. However,
the Raiders stepped up a gear and completely dominated the centre
bounce in the second and third quarters, kicking seven and eight goals
respectively.
The Saints did salvage some pride in the last quarter, adding a number of
goals late in the game. However, the final margin was above 20 goals,
leaving the Saints firmly entrenched in the relegation zone.
The silver lining was the continued improved form of the Reserves, who
led from start to finish to secure their second win of the season. It was a
th
great way to celebrate the 100 game milestone for Brendan Carr.
Special mention should also be made of Sam Day, who dominated up
forward in the Reserves game with seven goals, and then doubled-up to
play the League game and added another three goals.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.1 2.2 3.5 6.5 (41)
Dianella Morley 5.4 12.7 20.11 25.18 (168)
Goals: Sam Day 3, Mitchell Hunter 3
Reserves
Stirling 5.3 7.3 10.4 12.7 (79)
Dianella Morley 0.1 2.4 4.4 5.6 (36)
Goals: Sam Day 7, Ben Mollett 2, Scott Anderson 1, Mark Baker 1, Liam Morrell 1
th
Milestones: Brendar Carr (100 game)
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21 June 2019
Milestone – Scott Anderson
The Saints will celebrate another milestone this weekend in the Round 10
clash versus Coolbinia Falcons, as Scott Anderson runs out for his 150th
game wearing the red, white and black guernsey.
Scott was recruited to the Club in 2010 from North Beach Tigers, where he
played 33 games in 2008-2009. He immediately proved his worth, playing
a pivotal role for the Reserves team in the back pocket and half back line.
Scott’s consistency of performances in the Reserves and onfield
leadership has been rewarded by being named Captain of the Reserves
team in 2013 and 2018. Wearing his trademark number 2 guernsey, he is
often pitted against much taller and heavier opposition, but Scott has
always stood tall for the Saints. He has finished in the Top 10 voting for
the Reserves Fairest & Best on four occasions.
A succession of strong performances in the Reserves early in 2014 saw
him being rewarded with his League Debut in Round 8 versus High
Wycombe Bulldogs at Scott Reserve.
With the exception of an injury-interrupted start to the season in 2017,
Scott has been a regular part of the Club, including a run of 41 consecutive
games between 2010 and 2012. His current games tally (excluding his
games at North Beach) includes 1 League game, 130 Reserves games
and 18 Thirds games. Scott’s commitment to the Club and willingness to help is demonstrated by the fact that his tally
includes playing two games in one day (Reserves and Thirds) on six separate occasions.

22 June 2019
Round 10 Review
The Saints’ woes in season 2019 continued with another loss to Coolbinia
Falcons in the Round 10 clash at Richard Guelfi Reserve.
The Saints jumped out of the blocks early, and booted four first quarter
goals thanks to some strong marking and kicking from Mitchell Hunter.
Despite a goalless second quarter, the Saints were still only 3 points down
at half time. However, with only one goal in the third quarter, the Falcons
lead was extended to 23 points at three quarter time. The heavens opened
up in the final quarter, and the Falcons scored another four unanswered
goals to run out winners by 51 points.
In the earlier game, the recent good form of the Reserves continued, as
they kept their much higher positioned opponents scoreless in the first
quarter. The Saints trailed at half time but regained the lead late in the
third quarter to set up a tense final term. Unfortunately the Falcons kicked
away with a number of goals, and despite a late comeback, the Saints went
down by just 4 points.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 4.3 4.4 5.5 5.7 (37)
Coolbinia 2.2 4.7 8.10 12.16 (88)
Goals: Mitchell Hunter 4, Stephen Rossenrode 1
Reserves
Stirling 3.3 3.5 7.6 9.6 (60)
Coolbinia 0.0 6.1 7.3 10.4 (64)
Goals: Ben Mollett 5, Sam Day 2, Joshua Eriksen 1, Daniel Honeysett 1
th
Milestones: Scott Anderson (150 game)
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29 June 2019
Round 11 Review
The Round 11 clash vs Quinns Districts Bulls will unfortunately go down
as a dark day in the Club’s history, as the Saints suffered one of their
worst ever losses.
The losing margin of 173 points was the worst loss for the League side
since 1955 (vs Maylands), and the opposition’s score of 30.15 (195) was
the highest score conceded since 1995 (vs Kenwick Royals).
The struggle with playing numbers continues to plague the Saints season,
with up to eight players from last week’s League side unavailable for
selection due to injury or work commitments. Add to this another three
League players on the long term injury list, and four more Reserves
players out of action, and it was clear that the Club would struggle. With
only 37 fit players to fill two sides, up to five players were required to play
in both League and Reserves.
The loss means the Saints drop to the bottom of the ladder, and must now
win at least two more games to avoid relegation for the third time in as
many years.
In the earlier game, the Reserves continued their recent good form, as
they led their undefeated opponents at both quarter time and half time.
However, they were overrun in the last half, eventually going down by 54
points.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.0 2.2 3.3 3.4 (22)
Quinns Districts 6.3 13.6 21.9 30.15 (195)
Goals: Damien Lloyd 2, Stephen Rossenrode 1
Reserves
Stirling 4.1 4.2 5.2 5.2 (32)
Quinns Districts 2.2 3.7 7.9 12.14 (86)
Goals: Matt Cocker 1, Sam Day 1, Joshua Eriksen 1, Daniel Honeysett 1, Shea Mathanda 1
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6 July 2019
Round 12 Review
The Saints have suffered another disappointing loss, going down to top
side Canning Vale Cougars by 70 points in the Round 12 clash at Richard
Guelfi Reserve.
The Saints started slowly in the first term to trail by 16 points, but were
more competitive in the second term to be 17 points in arrears at the half.
Hamish Atkinson kicked an early goal in the third term, but the Saints
remained goalless for the remainder of the game. The Cougars kicked five
unanswered goals in the final term to run out easy winners.
In the earlier game, the Reserves finally got rewards for a solid month of
football by beating the third placed Cougars by 25 points. The Saints were
not given much hope considering they only scored 4 points when the two
teams last met. However, the Saints showed the last month was no fluke
by controlling the game from start to finish in what is considered one of
their best wins for many years. It was the first time the Reserves had
beaten a top 3 side since Round 3 in 2002 (vs Wembley).
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 1.1 3.4 4.5 4.5 (29)
Canning Vale 3.5 5.9 8.15 13.21 (99)
Goals: Hamish Atkinson 1, Sam Day 1, Mitchell Hunter 1, Stephen Rossenrode 1
Reserves
Stirling 3.4 5.9 7.9 11.11 (77)
Canning Vale 2.4 5.4 5.10 6.16 (52)
Goals: Sam Day 5, Michael Franceschini 2, Joshua Eriksen 1, Jacob Impiombato 1, Nick Leopardi 1, Ben Mollett 1
13 July 2019
Round 13 Review
The Saints have endured another disappointing loss, this time at the hands of
Kwinana Knights in the Round 13 clash at Medina Oval.
While the Club does not like to make excuses for the run of losses, the ever
growing list of unavailable players continues to make it difficult to field a
competitive side. There were an unprecedented 11 changes from last week’s
League side, plus another 8 players that were unable to play due to long-term
injury or work. The playing stocks were unfortunately so low that the
Reserves were forced to forfeit their game. Even with the forfeit, the Club
only had 20 players available for selection in the League side (including 6
players with 4 games or less of League experience).
The Saints were held scoreless in the first half of the game for the first time in
the Club’s history, with the one and only goal being kicked 10 minutes into the
third term. For the second time in three weeks, the Club conceded 30 goals
in a game, and the final losing margin of 186 points set a new record low.
Despite the disappointment, the Saints have the opportunity to re-group and
prepare for a tough encounter against fellow strugglers, Canning South Perth
Tigers. The Saints are undefeated in three previous games against the
Tigers, and must continue this run to avoid relegation.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.2 (8)
Kwinana 6.2 16.7 20.12 30.14 (194)
Goals: Joshua Eriksen 1
Reserves
Stirling lost to Kwinana by Forfeit
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20 July 2019
Round 14 Review
The Saints have come very close to breaking the recent run of losses, but unfortunately could not hold on, going down by
8 points to Canning South Perth Tigers in the Round 14 clash at Richard Guelfi Reserve.
The Saints had a slow start, kicking only one goal in the opening term to
trail by 20 points at quarter time. However, three goals in the second term
reduced the margin to 12 points at the main break.
The Saints played their best football in the third term, with skipper Michael
Franceschini and Dean Page each kicking two goals for the term, to edge
ahead by 5 points at three quarter time. However, the Tigers steadied the
ship and regained the lead with five minutes to play. Another late goal put
the result beyond doubt.
The loss means the Saints are now two games and percentage behind 8
placed Canning, which means they must now win 3 out of 4 games to
avoid relegation.

th

In the earlier game, the Reserves continued on their winning ways, this
time with a 62-point demolition of their counterparts. After a relatively even
first term, the Saints kicked away with a five goal second term, including
four from the boot of skipper Sam Day. Then for only the fourth time in
Club history, the Reserves kept their opposition goalless for the last half,
while adding another five goals to run out easy winners.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 1.2 4.4 8.7 10.8 (68)
Canning-SP 4.4 6.4 7.9 11.11 (77)
Goals: Michael Franceschini 2, Damien Lloyd 2, Dean Page 2, Stephen Rossenrode 2, John Corfias 1, Sam Day 1
Reserves
Stirling 3.3 8.6 11.6 13.7 (85)
Canning-SP 2.0 3.1 3.3 3.5 (23)
Goals: Sam Day 5, Ben Mollett 3, Scott Anderson 1, Nicholas Leopardi 1, Troy Mellidis 1, Thomas Ryan 1
26 July 2019
Milestone – Dennis Bettles
The Saints will celebrate a unique milestone this week in the Round 15
th
clash versus Swan Valley. Dennis Bettles, who played his 100 game for
th
the Club in Round 8, will line up for his 107 game this week. What makes
th
this milestone special is that it will be his 107 consecutive game. This
sets a new Club record, eclipsing the previous record of 106 games by
Pino Priolo.
Dennis arrived at the Club in 2014 and played mostly in the Reserves side
for the first few years, but has been a regular part of the League side for
the last three years. He made his League Debut vs Scarborough in Round
10, 2014, and has played most of his football across the half back line.
During his time in the Reserves, he always finished high in the Fairest &
Best vote count, including 4th in 2014, 5th in 2015, 3rd in 2016 and 5th in
2017.
Dennis is only the fifth player in Club history to play 100 consecutive
games, with the others being Pino Priolo (106 games, Osborne Park 19821988), Barry Butterworth (104 games, Osborne Park 1962-1966), Mark
Kelly (104 games, Stirling 2005-2010) and Paul Giamov (100 games,
Stirling 2004-2009). Dennis's current tally of 106 games includes 48
League and 58 Reserves games.
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27 July 2019
Round 15 Review
The Saints run of losses has unfortunately continued, this time with a 52-point loss in the Round 15 clash versus Swan
Valley at Swan Valley Oval.
The first quarter was an even tussle, with skipper Michael Franceschini
kicking the Saints two opening goals. The margin was 13 points at
quarter time, but a five-goal burst in the second term gave the Swans a
healthy 32-point lead at half time.
The Saints were much more competitive in the third term, with Tristan
Pack and Stephen Rossenrode both adding majors. However, the Swans
were still able to extend the lead to 42 points at three quarter time.
Michael Franceschini added his fourth goal in the final term, but the deficit
became 52 points at full time.
In the earlier game, the resurgence of the Reserves side continues to
prove the shining light of the season. This time, the Saints managed to
nd
defeat 2 placed Swan Valley, who had a 12-2 win-loss record coming
into the game. The Reserves captain, Sam Day, continued his excellent
goal kicking form with the Saints first two goals, as the Saints dominated
the first term to lead by 16 points at quarter time. The Saints stepped up a
gear in the second quarter, piling on another five goals to lead by 36
points at half time.
The Swans gave themselves a chance of an unlikely victory by keeping
the Saints goalless in the third term and pegging back the margin to 19
points at three quarter time. However, the Saints returned the favour in the final term, keeping the Swans goalless and
kicking five of their own to win by 50 points.
It is the Reserves third win in four weeks, and the first time since 1998 that the Reserves have won two consecutive
games by 50 or more points.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.1 4.3 6.3 8.8 (56)
Swan Valley 4.2 9.5 12.9 16.12 (108)
Goals: Michael Franceschini 4, Hamish Atkinson 1, Kieran Guy 1, Tristan Pack 1, Stephen Rossenrode 1
Reserves
Stirling 4.1 9.5 9.10 14.11 (95)
Swan Valley 1.3 3.5 6.9 6.9 (45)
Goals: Sam Day 6, Matt Cocker 2, Tim Pendal 2, Michael Franceschini 1, Travis Hough 1, Fayez Hourani 1, Nicholas
Leopardi 1
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4 August 2019
Round 16 Review
The Saints have lost the Round 16 clash against Nollamara at Richard Guelfi Reserve, with the Cougars running out
winners by 36 points.
The signs looked good for the Saints in the opening term, as Dean Page and Chris Leopardi kicked early goals.
However, Nollamara quickly assumed control, winning most of the
centre clearances late in the term, and kicking six first quarter goals to
give themselves a 26-point lead at quarter time.
Nollamara continued the pattern in the second term, kicking four goals
to two, to take a 41-point lead at half time. However, the Saints were
much more competitive in the second half, matching Nollamara around
the ground and on the scoreboard. The Saints outscored Nollamara
marginally in the second half, with the final margin being 36 points.
The loss means that relegation to C3-Grade is now a formality, with the
th
Saints being two games and percentage away from 8 position.
In the earlier game, the Reserves juggernaut continues to gain
momentum in the latter part of the season, this time with a record
breaking 129-point win against Nollamara.
The Saints kicked four goals in an inaccurate first quarter, but turned
that around with an exceptional 8-goal second term to lead by 66 points
at half time. Nollamara hit a purple patch with the first two goals after
half time, but each and every Saints player lifted to play their role and
continue the dominance with another six goals to lead by 88 points at
three quarter time. Sam Day and Ben Mollett were unstoppable up
forward, kicking ten goals between them, and the 100-point margin was reached midway through the final term.
The game set a number of significant milestones for the Stirling Reserves including:
- The score of 23.18 (156) was the first score above 100 points since Round 1, 2002 (vs Nollamara), the highest
Reserves score since Round 11, 1998 (vs ECU Churchlands) and fifth highest score overall.
- The winning margin of 129 points was the first win above 100 points since Round 10, 2001 (vs Nollamara), and the
greatest winning margin since Round 11, 1998 (vs ECU Churchlands).
- It was the first time ever with three consecutive wins by 50 or more points.
- The second quarter score of 8.1 (49) was the highest score in a quarter since Round 1, 2002 (vs Nollamara), and ninth
highest score overall.
th
- It was the first time ever that the Saints have not conceded a goal in the 4 quarter for three consecutive weeks.
- Sam Day’s 6-goal haul is the first time ever that a Reserves player has kicked 5 or more goals for three consecutive
games.
Scoreboard:
League
Stirling 2.3 4.6 6.12 8.15 (63)
Nollamara 6.5 10.11 12.11 14.15 (99)
Goals: Sam Day 2, Hamish Atkinson 1, Kieran Guy 1, Chris Leopardi 1, Dean Page 1, Tim Pendal 1, Stephen
Rossenrode 1
Reserves
Stirling 4.8 12.9 17.13 23.18 (156)
Nollamara 0.3 2.3 4.3 4.3 (27)
Goals: Sam Day 6, Ben Mollett 4, Scott Anderson 3, Nick Leopardi 3, Troy Mellidis 2, TIm Pendal 2, Max Geddes 1,
Travis Hough 1, Shea Mathanda 1

